DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 056 616 



FL 002 728 



AUTHOR 

TITLE 

INSTITUTION 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 



Woods, Paul E. 

Foreign Language Narrative, Title III, NDEA, 

1970-71. 

Illinois State Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Springfield. 

71 

9p. 



edrs price 
descriptors 



identifiers 



MF-S0.65 HC-S3.29 

♦Educational Objectives; Elementary Education; 
Enrollment Trends; Fles; individualized instruction: 
Individualized Programs; ♦Instructional Program 
Divisions; ♦Language Instruction; ♦Modern Languages; 
Professional Services; secondary Education; *State 
Foreign Language Supervisors; Student Motivation 
Illinois; ♦National Defense Education Act 



Guidelines for the Title 3 National Defense Education 
Act (NDEA) language programs in the State of Illinois are presented 
in this report. Recognition of the changing status of language 
programs and of declining enrollment in the high schools underscores 
the need to develop student-centered programs. Discussion of NDEA 
programs is directed toward three areas: (1) program objectives for 

fiscal year 1970-71, (2) realization of foreign language objectives, 

and (3) the future: statewide needs and objectives. (RL) 
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TITLE III, NATIONAL DEFENSE EDUCATION ACT 
DOCTOR PAUL E. WOODS, DIRECTOR 



Illinois is served by four Title III, NDEA, foreign language supervisors. 
The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 

upon them whenever you need assistance in any phaoe 7 development 

piogram. Their primary parpoae ia to aid classroom J In th e de velopment 

o£ l truly qualitative foreign language curriculum. While it may not 
possible for supervisors to fulfill your visitation requests immediately , they 
Sill attempt to do so at the earliest possible time. Tour understanding and 
patience will be appreciated. 

The names, addresses, and phone numbers of foreign language 
are listed below for your convenience. If you are unable to reac ^ 
supervisor for your Region at his home, you may call the Title taCt 4d 

Office in Springfield, (217) 525-2826. Supervisors will then be 
in the field and requested to communicate with you. 



FOREIGN LANGUAGE STAFF 



SISTER MARIE CELESTE, ASSIS aNT DIRECTOR, TITLE HI, NDEA 
FOREIGN LANGUA " SUPERVISOR 
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
316 South Second Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 
Phone: (217) 525-2826 



Miss Judith Ratas 
Foreign Language Supervisor 
3335 South Lowe Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 
Phone: (312) 254-0544 

Chicago Office: (312) 793-3517 

Mrs. Pat Castle 
Foreign Language Supervisor 
1326 Parkview Drive 
Macomb, Illinois 61455 
Phone: (309) 833-2870 



Mr. Charles D. Jay 
Foreign Language Supervisor 
Benton Road 

Mt. Vernon, Illinois 62864 
phone: (618) 242-0157 
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FOREIGN languages 



t f . ral vear (197 0-71), Illinois was served by four foreign lan- 
Dunng the past fis ^ ^ f the Title m, NDEA, foreign language 

guage supervisors. Ere,ent of lV ), Charles Jay (Regions V, 

staff are Pat Gastle (Regions II, * P * t^\ Kfed Seelve was 

VI, and part of IV), and Judith Rata. (Region I and part of IV . Ned 

foreign language supervisor of Region I until June 1, 1971 ^ the p ^ 

the staff is without an assistant director, but one has been emp y 
next academic year. 

Title III, NDEA, foreign language supervisors in the Office of the Superinten- 
dent believe that 1970-71 has been a most critical year for the «« 

foreign language education. No longer is the study of foreign lang § 
sXed a "rittcal area of academic study as it was imm^tely after Sputn^. 
Recent developments, especially the demand for curriculum reform at^ll levels 

of learning, have placed a new emphasis upon studen lan guage entrance 

a result many colleges and universities have dropped foreign tang g 
; eq rlr y ,nd this, in turn, has adversely affected the enrollments in many 

high school classes. 

.. cfmruylv that this problem of diminishing 
Vnreipn lanfinase supervisors feel strongxy tin * 1 • r 

Lrollmenrn” foreign language classes wiUcont inue to 

S chools develop a convincing rationale forthew dv of foreign ^an guages whic ^ 
stresses goals other than prepa r ation for college admission. In i s ^ rvival g 

this past year members of our staff have tried to emp asize teacher’s 

of foreign languages in the schools of Illinois will depend upon the 

ability to ofier student centered programs built *^£“ C1 | r ;. a £rom the 

tion pride self-esteem, and enjoyment of the subject matter, 
shackf.s of a program geared only to meet the needs of college admission 
students will now have the freedom to actually learn to speak the lang g 
understand the deep and common culture of the people. 



I. The Program Objectives for Fiscal year 1970-71 
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1. To assist schools in the selection and acquisition of g ooa 
and visual materials as well as top quality classroom ei- 
mechanical equipment. 

2. To assist schools in program planning and curriculum revision. 

3. To disseminate information about the entire area of foreign language 
education through the Illin ois Foreign La ngu ^ . ^ ewslette^ 

T1 i ; ^c T ou rnal of Education, special Office publications , public _ 
speaking engagements, workshops, state conferences, a ^ P^ 1C1 
pation in state, regional and national professional organizations. 

4. To provide inservice training workshops at convenient locations 
throughout the State. 



To assist in the development of the bilingual education program in 
Illinois. 

To achieve better articulation from one level of learning to another 
in all foreign language programs. 

To develop new leadership among younger teachers by encouraging 
them to assume leadership roles not only in their own school systems, 
but also in state and regional professional organizations. 

To assist other departments in the Office of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction in the Recognition and Evaluation Program o 
Schools, and to participate on the visitation committees of the 
North Central As sociation. 

. To strengthen the leadership role of foreign language supervisors of 
Title III, NDEA, by accepting appointed and elected positions m s a e, 
regional, and national foreign language organizations. 

'he Realization of Foreign Language Objectives: A Discussion 

. During the past year foreign language supervisors made approximately 
275 school visitations in which schools were strongly encouraged to 
acquire textbooks and materials, not only for sequential audio-lingua 
instruction, but also to obtain those materials which would provide t e 
basis for developing good individualized learning, independent study, 
the teaching of culture, and the development of multi-purpose programs 
in foreign languages. In short, foreign language supervisors emphasised 
the important of student-centered programs which establish goals and 
priorities for the achievement of student behavioral objectives. As a 
result of this emphasis by the supervisors, many school districts are 
now in the process of rewriting their curriculum m terms >. perfo™ iance 
objectives. 

The Title III, NDEA, staff approved 124 foreign language project applica- 
tions which totaled $312, 729. 48. Supervisors were pleased that the 
materials and equipment which the school requested on their application 
related directly to the improvement of their entire foreign language^ pro 
gram. The reimbursement rate for the Title III, NDEA, program m 
Illinois was ten to twenty-five percent for each school district. During 
the past fiscal year this office sponsored no special projects in foreign 
languages. 

2. Upon request, foreign language supervisors encouraged teachers through 
out the State to improve their curriculum by changes in goals and 
methodology. Supervisors conducted inservice training, both on an 
individual and a group basis, to aid in the improvement of specific 
programs . 
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Each supervisor participated in 10-15 State recognition team visits, 
and wrote comprehensive reports for revising and improving each 
program. Whereas it is difficult to measure the improvement in a 
foreign language program as the result of a single visit, the improve- 
ment is apparent when one views the program as an on-going sequential 
process. 

3. The Illinois Foreign l^anguage Newsletter was published five times 
during the last fiscal year. Mr. Charles Jay edited this publication 
and wrote most of the articles for each issue. A serious attempt was 
made during the past year to elicit teacher and student contributions to 
the newsletter, but this attempt met with little Success. Besides 
including important announcements about the Title III, NDEA, program 
the newsletter also announces workshops, provides information on avail- 
able materials, and informs teachers of new trends in foreign language 
education. 

French Language Education: The Teaching of Culture in the Cla ssroom, 

edited by Charles Jay and Pat Castle, was received with unprecedented 
enthusiasm by French teachers in Illinois. This publication has been 
adopted for use in State sponsored workshops in Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
and Texat. Because it was included in the Bibliography of Foreign 
La nguage Annals (official publication of the American Council for the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages), numerous requests for issues have 
been received from teachers, libraries, and guidance counselors through- 
out the United States and many foreign countries. 

Perspectives for Teachers of Latin American Culture, edited by 
Mr* H. Ned Seelye, was also published during th*s past fiscal year by 

this office. Mr- Se< a b r e has he 0 1 a na uLho~ “Y social 

anthror , Z, auu v s cudy of foreign languages. He has made consider- 
able impact in Illinois with his emphasis upon the teaching of n low-C n 
culture in the foreign language classroom. Demand f r this publication 
has also been heavy* 

Foreign Language supervisors att tided the annual n ticnal conventions 
of the Modern Language Association and ACTFL, in idmtion to attending 
many State and regional meetings. 

This office was honored during the past year by the e.e tion of Mrs. Pat 
Castle as Secretary-Treasurer of The National Coun ~:j, of State Super- 
visors cf Foreign Languages (NCSSFL) at this organiz ;ion ! s annual 
meeting in Los Angeles. Las April Mrs. Castle wa 'lected the 1972 
Chairman of the Central States Conference on the Te rhing of Foreign 
Languages. One of her important duties in this posii-,on has been the 
planning of the entire program for the 1972 meeting of this group which 
Illinois will host in Chicago. 
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4. Twenty-five foreign language workshops were offered at strategic 
locations throughout the State on Methodology, Spanish an 
Proficiency, Modular Scheduling, The Teaching of Culture , ® 

Teaching of English as a Second Language, and "How to Write er- 
formance Objectives". This ins e rvice training program played an 
important role in the improvement of foreign language classroom 
instruction in Illinois, since approximately 1,000 teacheis a en e 
one or more of these State sponsored workshops. 



Foreign language workshops were offered only when requested and 
justified by superintendents of educational service regions. All 
workshops were planned and guided by the staff of Title » 
but the directors were chosen largely from the staffs of colleges, 
universities, and public schools* 

5. Great strides were made during this past year in the area of bilingual 
education. Mr. Ned Seelye, the coordinator of the bilingua programs 
in this office, acted as a consultant on bilingual educational problems 
in the Chicago area and served as an educational auditor o six i 
lingual centers for the United States Office of Education. He . 
audited six other bilingual centers newly established this year m t e 
Chicago Public Schools. Because of the importance of bilingua 
education in Illinois, the legislature this year created a Departmen 
of Bilingual Education administered by the Office of the upei f>n en 
of Public Instruction, and Mr. Seelye was appointed the di ;c 
this program. 



6. The question of sound articulation from one level of learning to 
another has been a perennial problem in Illinois foreign language 
education. The appearance of structured audio-lingual materials y 
the leading publishers are formulated on the basis of "levels o 
learning, rather than calendar years of learning. Foreign language 
supervisors continued this year to emphasize the basic concepts o 
the "levels" approach and sought to facilitate good articulation between 
elementary, junior high, secondary, and college levels of foreign 
language learning. Members of the staff now feel that much progress 
has been made in this vital area. This office sponsored the Bloomington 
Conference in April of 1958 as the first concentrated attempt by the 
foreign language profession in Illinois to solve the problems o articu 
lation. In the retrospect of three years much progress has been made. 
Guidelines for Three Levels of Competence in French ^ Spanish, _a_ nd 
German, produced as a result of the Bloomington Conference, ave 
been reprinted twice during this past year because of the continuing 
numerous requests, not only from schools and universities in Illinois, 
but from many other states and foreign countries. In addition,, two 
other guidelines - one for Latin and one for Russian - were edited^ 
and produced by our office last fall to assist in minimizing the articu- 
lation problems of these languages. 
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7. If the foreign language profession is to become a truly dynamic 
profession it must assert a new leadership role in Illinois education* 
This is necessary if we are to overcome the apathy and frustration 
which have characterized much of foreign language education in the 
past. To encourage a new image of assertive and innovative leader- 
ship, all members of the profession must seek involvement with the 
real problems of foreign language education. Supervisors have 
encouraged teachers to support the activities of the Illinois Foreign 
Language Teachers Association and the various AAT's. Supervisors 
in this office have encouraged classroom teachers to join and support 
their professional organizations in the most meaningful way possible. 

In addition, teachers in Illinois have been encouraged to attend the 
annual meetings of the Central States Conference and the American 
Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages, both of which are 
meeting next year in Chicago. 

8. In addition to Title III, NDEA, school visitations, supervisors were 
also active in the Evaluation and Recognition Program of the Office 
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction* These evaluations of 
programs, usually conducted on a day-long basis, provide an excellent 
opportunity for members of this staff to offer valuable assistance to 
individual foreign language programs. During the past year each 
supervisor participated in ten to fifteen visitations each. 

By serving on the visitation committees of the North Central Asso- 
ciation, supervisors were perhaps given their greatest opportunity 
for an indepth analysis of foreign language programs. Usually four 
days in length, the visitations gave members of this staff ample time 
to offer meaningful consultative services. 

9. If Illinois foreign language teachers are to assume a greater leader- 
ship role in their profession, it is also important that foreign language 
supervisors in the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
also play legitimate leadership roles. Foreign language supervisors 
are consciously endeavoring to make Illinois teachers aware of the 
recent developments in foreign language education in other parts of 
the country and to realize that their fate is closely allied with that of 
the rest of the nation* 

Mrs. Castle was elected by the Advisory Council and Board of 
Directors of the Central States Conference to be the General Chair- 
man of the Conference for 1972. In Los Angeles, last November, 
she was elected Secretary-Treasurer of the National Council of State 
Supervisors of Foreign Languages, and at the March Board Meeting 
of the Illinois Foreign Language Teachers Association in Chicago, 
she was reappointed to the Board of Directors* 

During the past year Mr. Seelye had the honor of being a consultant 
in New York for ACTFL, MLA, and ERIC* He has again been asked 



to direct a national symposium of the Teaching of Culture at the 
Chicago meeting of ACTFL next November He been . 

head of the culture section of the annual ACTFL Bib g P V P 
by the Modern Language Association. In this position he will have ten 
bibliographers working under his supervision. 

Mr. Jay produced two television programs tins fall for Channel 20, 
local station in Springfield, Illinois. On the first program heinter^ 
viewed foreign students who were attending high schoo s in g 
County, on the second program he interviewed college students and 
discussed the problems of learning a foreign language an cu • 

Mr. Jay is currently writing a Han^b^ jor Foreign Students whic 
will be published by Southern Illinois University Press. 



The Future: Statewide NeedB and Objectives 



1. T he Acceptance of New Trends a nd Innovations by All q:ias s roo r g _ 

Teachers. Classroom teachers must be able to understand, ^ri e, ^ 
and use student behavioral objectives in their foreign language classes. 
Classrooms in the coming year will belong to students and their learn- 
ing needs as never before. No longer can we continue to tolerate 
classrooms which are teacher centered, teacher manipulate , an 
teacher dominated, at the expense of the learning nee s o in ivi 
students. Teachers must do more than give lip service to innovative 
concepts. Individualized instruction and independent study must be- 
come the a part of evexy. teacher's own classroom. To e p ac leve 
this objective the foreign language supervisors in TiUe III, NUEA 
are planning workshops and inservice training programs designed to 
teach teachers how to write valid performance objectives, t<=) 

individualize their instruction, and how to use modular scheduling 
for independent study. 



Whatever the innovations in the classroom may be, a c c o tm|a 
will be the key word of the future. Teachers must remember that 
they alone will be responsible for what students learn. Teac ers 
must produce. They must be "accountable" for their performance 
in the classroom. Accountability includes the creation of a proper 
medium for learning as well as the elimination of teacher-made 
obstacles which make this goal impossible. 



The Bilineual Education Need. One of the great needs in this State 
for the coming year will be the continued development and growth 
of The Bilingual Education Program. Since Mr. Seelye has now- 
become the director of the program, the foreign language super- 
visors will work cooperatively with him in every way possible under 
the Title III, program to provide the needed leadership, materials, 
and inservice training programs to assist him in this vital area of 
foreign language education# ‘ 
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^ The Acauisition of Adequ ate Electronic E qui pmen t _ and Audiovi s ua l 

‘ Materials. Even though most large secondary Softools now have _ a 

langua"ge""labo r ato ry or electronic classrooms, many small and medium 
ei"ed schools , as well as must junior high schools, still do not have 
any electronic eauipment for the use of foreign language s u en s an* 
teachers. Many schools still do not have enough good audiovisual 
materials to provide the best learning opportunities possible for thei 
students. Therefore, it will be an objective of all foreign langu* age 
supervisors to continue to encourage teachers and admimstra ors 
acquire top quality electronic equipment and audiovisual aids The 
overhead type of electronic classroom is highly recommended, but 
it is imperative that every foreign language teacher use one or more 
good tape recorders and an overhead projector with a large var e y 
of good visuals. 

4. The Acquisition of New or Revised Te xtbooks. A critical evaluation 
of all foreign language texts should be made by every sc oo sys e 
and those texts which do not meet present day learning objectives 
should be discarded in favor of those materials which would motiva .e 

student interest. 

* TVie Acauisition of Realia for Motivation. All foreign language teachers 
tve map- s T^cTures, poster— art objects, books and magazines, 
and assorted realia which will make the study of the language more 
appealing to all students. 

6. The Encouragement of Good Foreign Language Program in Elern ent i 
Schools. Because of the financial crisis in many schools very ew 
new elem entary school programs were initiated this past year, and 
some good programs were dropped. This is unfortunate 
studying a foreign language in a well articulated sequential program 
in the elementary school remains one of the best ways to earn o 
speak another language. Supervisors will continue to inform teachers 
in these elementary programs of the new materials and methods now 
being used successfully, and will urge administrators o goo tg 
school foreign language programs to encourage the development of 
elementary school programs whenever possible. 

7. Increased Attendance at Work s hops and Profes siona \ Meeti n g s.. 
Supervisors will urge all foreign language teachers m Illinois to atten 
State sponsored workshops, participate in profes sional meetings , lend 
their support to state, regional, and national meetings, an ta e . 
active part in at least one foreign language organization. Many Illinois 
teachers will be invited to speak at the Central States Conference on 
The Teaching of Foreign Languages. 

8. Increase d Reading of Professional Lite rature and Magazings^ Super- 

visors will continue to urge classroom teachers to keep informed a out 
new developments and materials in foreign language education by 
regularly reading professional publications and articles rec- 

ommended is Foreign Language Annals). The official publication of 
The American Council on the Tea chins of Foreign Languages. (AC T1 ). 



